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Iona Brown Award 2023 
 

Jon Walkup 
Automation Coordinator 

Fallsmead Sharks 

 
Jon Walkup, Fallsmead Sharks long-standing Automation Coordinator, has been a valued 

member and parent volunteer of the Fallsmead Sharks family for the last 22 years. Jon and his 

wife Julie have 3 children - 2 sons and a daughter, aged 28, 25 and 21. For many years they 

hosted a Russian student each summer who also swam on the team. In recent years they opened 

their home to a homeless family with 5 children who also spent several years as Fallsmead 

Sharks. Their family has supported 9 kids through 20 seasons on our team!  

 

Jon has been with our team for 22 seasons, and has spent most of them as our Automation 

Expert and Historian Extraordinaire. His commitment to the team and to MCSL is unwavering, 

and although he no longer has swimmers on the team, he still takes on all of our team 

automation with willingness and enjoyment. Every week he spends many hours at our A and 

B Meets, exchanging lineups, preparing heat sheets, printing programs, and ensuring 

everything runs smoothly. Outside of the team reps, Jon easily has one of the biggest 

responsibilities on our team and in the Division. Jon also is an avid team historian. He keeps 

meticulous MCSL records for our team, and our website has a wealth of information - historical 

data, team records, pool records, all-time top 10, retired records, and wins/losses against every 

other MCSL team in the league. Our 50th Anniversary celebration (2022) was an opportunity 

to show off Jon’s hard work and our Alumni were so appreciative of their ability to walk down 

memory lane as they viewed Jon’s collection of Fallsmead history, team photos and stories.  

He knows every one of our swimmers, and celebrates all of their successes and victories. Every 

season he is instrumental in gathering data for, and ordering trophies and awards.  

 

Most of the reps in the lower MCSL Divisions are very familiar with Jon, and are so happy 

when he is in charge of automation for a Meet or the Division because we know everything 

will be seamless. Jon is regularly helping new Automation Assistants learn the ropes, by 

answering questions, sharing tips and having them shadow him at meets.  Jon is frequently our 

Division Automation Lead, and in our 10 years as A-reps for the team we have never been to 

a Divisionals planning meeting without him! Jon Walkup has volunteered hundreds of hours 

over 22 seasons, through 9 kids and now just for the benefit of the team and the neighborhood. 

He is well known in the lower Divisions as an extremely well-seasoned automation expert, and 

is an invaluable member of the Fallsmead Sharks and the MCSL volunteer family. 
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